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FOREWORD.

Wednesday, October 22nd., 1913, the following resolution was
ofrered by J. N. Saunders(60) from the floor of The Grand Lodge
of Kentucky F. & A. M,, and adopted.

“This Grend Lodge having been in existence since October 16, 1800,
and no concerted systematic effort having ever been made To preserve
the history of the subordimnate lodges of this Grand Jurisdictionm,
and the time having now come when much interesting and valuable

| Mesonic history in Kentucky will be forever lost unless carefully
. gathered and permanently recorded; therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, That the incoming Most Worshipful Grend Master
eppoint a committee of three, which shall, in the most effective
end expeditious way, gether the facts of interest relating to each
of the active and defunct lodges of Kentuclky and present same in
typewrit ten manuscript to this Grend Lodge at its next mesting.

The completed manuscript to be the moperty of this Grand Lodge,
and the committee gathering end recording the history to serve
without compensation, but the actual expemnse incurred %o be paid
out of the Grand Lodge tressury, as the work progresses, when
itemized expense sccounts signed by & ma jority of the committee,
have been presented to the Most Worshipful Grand Master, spproved
I by him, aml his written direction made to the Grand Secretary to

drew his werrant upon the Grand Treasurer ror the payment of the

same.
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The Graml Master named the following committee to colleet and
report the history called for in the resolution, to-wit:

J. N. Saunders (60).

W. C. MeChord (50).

George B. Winslow (134).
And this committee now mmkes this its finel report.

Totel expense incurred in collecting histories, correspondence
with lodges requesting same, purchase of permanent record on which
same is recorded, =nl expense of trunseribing same, paid by The

Grend Treasury warrants,...
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THE GRAND LODGE OF KENTUCKY.

The first Masonie Lodge instituted west of the Allegheny mountains
was Lexington Lodge No. 25, under charter from the Grand Lodge of
Virginia, in the year 1778. On September 8th, 1800, representa-
tives from Lexington (now) No. 1, Paris No. 2, Georgetown No. 3,
Hirem No. 4, of Frankfort, and Solomon U. D., of Shelbyville, met
in the town of Lexington and prepered an address to the Grand Lodge
of Virginia, asking pemission to organize a Grand Lodge. The

. petition having been granted, on October 16th, in the same year,
the Grand Lodge of Kentucky was organized and Bro. William Murray
was elected the first Grand Mastern
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Jo N. Saunders,
E. W. Weathers,
We C. Black,

He Se MeElroy,
dJohn H. Leathers,
Dave Jackson,
Stephen B. Lander,
T. W. Pennington,
Luther Johnson,
James R. Rogers,

Aaron A. Sharp,

Stanley P. Stephenson,

Charles A. Gipe,

PRESENT GRAND LODGE OFFICERS.

Grand Master(60),

Deputy Grand Master(71),
Grand Senior Warden(187),
Grand Junior Warden(87),
Grand Treasurer(376),
Grand Secretary(l44),
Grand Chaplain(57),
Grand Senior Deacon(60),
Grand Junior Deacon(796),
Grand Marshall(246),
Grand Sword Bearer(454),
Grand Pursuivant(184),
Grand Tyler(266),

Stanford, Kye
Elkton, Ky
Barbourville, Ky.
Lebanon, Kye.
Louisville, Ky.
Louisville, Kye.
Bloomfield, Kye.
Stanford, Kye.
Buckhorn, Ky
Little Rock, Kye.
Foxtown, Ky.
Hustonville, Kye.
Louisville, Ky







B

PAST GRAND MASTER S.

1800-Septe John Hawkins, President, (3)
1800-0ct. James Morrison, Chairman (1)
1800-1 William Murray, 4.
1801=-2 James Morrison, 1.
1802-3 James Morrison, 1.
1803-4 John Jordan, Jr., 1.
1804-5 George M. Bibb, 1.
1805-6 George M. Bibb, 1,
1806=7 George M. Bibb, 1.
. 1807-8 George M. Bibb, 1.
1808=-9 John Allen, 4,
1809-10 John Allen, 4.
1810-11 John Allen, 4,
1811-12 Joseph H. Daviess, 1,
1812-13 Anthony Butler, 17.
1813-14 Anthony Butler, 17.
1814-15 James Moore, be
| 1815-16 Daniel Bradford, 1s
‘ 1816-17 Wim. He Richardson, 20,
1817-18 Wm. H. Richardson, 20.
‘ 1818-19 Thomas Bodley, s |
{ 1819-20 Samuel H. Woodson, 1,
. 1820=-21 Henry Clay, 1.
1821-22 John MeKinney, Jr., 41,

1822-23 David G. Cowan, 28.
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1823-24
1824-25
1825-26
1826-27
1827-28
1828=-29
1829=30
1830-31
1831-32
1832-33
1833-34
1834~-35
1835-36
1836-37
1837-38
1838=-39
1839=-40
1840-41
1841-42
1842-43
1843-44
1844-45
1845-46
1846-47
1847-48
1848=-49
1849-50
1850-51

Asa K. Lewis,

John Speed Smith,
Thomas H. Bradford,
Samuel Daviess,

Daniel Breck,

Robert Johnston,
William M. Southgate,
John lf. MeCalla,

Levi Tyler (51) now,
John Payme,

Abraham Jonas,

Richard Apperson,
#illis Stewart(51) now,
m. Brown, Jr,,

James Rice, Jr.,(51) now
Derrick Warnmer,

George Breckinridge,
Abner Cunningham,
Thomas C. Orear,

Henry Wingate,

Leander M. Cox,

Bryan R. Young,

Wim. Holloway,

Wm. B. Allen,

James H. Dawiess,
Charles Tilden(106) now,
John D. McClure,

J. M. S. McCorkle,

20,
25.
14,
53,
25.
4,
64.
1.
8e
80,
85,
23.
Be
14,
8.
1.
101.
86,
22,
4.
60,
76,
25,
54,
14,
8.

128 .

64,
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1851-52
1852-53
1853-54
1854~55
1855-56
1856-67
1857-58
1858-59
1859-60
1860-61
1861-62
1862-63
1863-64
1864-65
1865-66
1866-67
1867-68
1868-69
1869-70
1870-71
1871-72
1872-73
1873-74
1874~-75
1875-76
1876-77
1877-78

1878-79

Charles G. Wintersmith,

Thomas Ware,
Thomas Todd,

Marcus M. Tyler,

David T. Monsarrat,

T. N. Wise,
Philip Swigert,
Rob Morris,
Harvey T. Wilson,
Lewis Landrum,
Hiram Bassett,

John B. Huston,

Thomas Sadler,(16) now,

James D. Landrum,
Mirax J. Williems,
Isaac T. Martin,
Elisha S. Pitch,
Elisha 5. Pitech,
Charles Eginton,
Charles Eginton,
Edward B. Jones,
Edward W. Turner,
Thomas J. Pickett,
Henry Bostwick,
John H. Leathers,
R. M. Parleigh,

C. H. Johnson,

Thomas S. Pettit,

T6e
18.
5.
121,
51,
109,
4.
200,
112,
104,
242,
22,
2,
302,
216,
18.
112,
11z,
20.
20.
1z27,
25.
449,
345,
376,
37,
9

130.

171
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1879-80
1880-81
1881-82
1882-83
1885-84
1884-85
1885-86
1886-87
1887=88
1888-89
1889-90
1890-91
1891-92
1892-93
1893-94
1894-95
1895=-96
1896=-97
1897-98
1898-99
1899-00
1900-01
19501-02
1902-03
1903-04
1904-05
1905-06
1906-07

Jake Rice,

W. LaRue Thomas,
Wm, H. feffert,
G. D. B;.o]mar,
Howard R. French,
John G. Orndorff,
Bernard G. Witt,
James W. Hopper,
J. Soule Smith,
James D. Black,
Wm, W. Clark,
Charles H. Fisk,
James 4. McKenzie,
Je Speed Smith,
James W. Staton,
Henry H. Holeman,
Frank C. Gerard,
Robert F. Peak,

Reginald H. Thompson,

James E. Wilhelm,
John A. Ramsey,

William C. McChord,

Harry Bailey,
John W. Landrum,
Owen D. Thomas,
Roland H. C. Rhea,

James Garnett,

Samuel XK. Veach,

195,
284
281.
1.

17,
e
87,
1.
187.
37,
345,
416,
25,
154,
14,
73
158,
Se
449,
55,
50,
18.
679,
87,
664
96

65,
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1907-08
1908-09
1909-10
1910-11
1911-12
1912-13
1913-14
1914=15
1915-16

Henry P. Barret,
Virgil P. Smith,
John H. Cowles,
Robert R. Burnam,
Dave Jackson,

Joe H. Ewalt,

Orie 5. Ware,
George B. Winslow,
T. J. Adems,

9.
111.

26.
144,
716
109.
134,
400,
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MASONIC WIDOWS & ORPHANS HOME & INFIRMARY.

By John H. Leathers, Past Grand Master. |

On Tuesday, October 19, 1869, the opeming day of the Grand Lodge
of Kentucky, the corner stomne of tle lMasonic Widows & Orphans Home
waes laid with imposing ceremonies. The morning opened with a fine,
cold, penetrating, drizzling rain. 4 procession was formed at
the old Mesonic Temple, Fourth & Jefferson Streets at Eleven o'clock.
The Grand Iodge emd all the local Masonic bodies, having made i
elaborate preparations were not to be frightened off by the weather. |
‘ I It was & large snd most impasing procession. Lbont noon the driz-

zle turned into & heavy wet snow and by the time the head of the
column reached th: Home there were several inches of snow &and
glush to wade through, but the ardor of the Masonic Brotherhood
could not be dampened, far a great event in mesonic his tory was to
teke place, and there the craft remained in the blinding snowstorm
tirough all the ceremonies which were fully carried out and listened
to an eloquent and lengthy address by Past Grani Master Fitch.
Thus th e cornerstone of this great Masonic fabric was leid,

so to speak, in tears that burst forth in a glorious sunshine later,
and its stands today, not only as the pioneer of the gre ateat of
Mesonic charities in the world, but to the honor and the glory of
Kentucky Masons. The spirit manifested by the creft on that day

I hes been intensified as time passed on ani the exsmple that day
furnished by the Masons of Kentucky has been emulated by most of

the States of the Union and has blessed thousands of homeless and

Ty
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friendless children and bereaved and helpleas widows. It has
verified the saying that "They who sow in tears shall reap in joy".

Meny of the eraft are still living who mgy chance to read this
brief sketch and will think, as I do, of that gloomy and forbidding
dgy of long ago which has brought such & rich harvest in glorious
days that have come since.

The Masonic Widows & Orphans Home and Infimary is the pioneer
orgmization of its kind in the world. It may be of interest to
the present gemeration ot mesons to know the origin of the Masonic
Home.

It bad been the custom from time immemorial among masons up to
the time of the founding of the Masonic Home in Kentacky, for the
lodges in their individmal capacity, so to speak, to dispense their
own charity among their brethern, to relieve the sick and @estitute
and to care far the widows and the orphans as calls might be made
upon them. It was not intenmied originslly that the Masonic Widows
& Orphans Home and Infirmary should be used as a home tor widows
and orphans but manly as an "Infirmery" for members of the Masonie
Order who needed swh an imstitution snd, tfrom personsl knowledge
and the best information I have been able to obtain, which I think
mey be relied upon as absolutely accurate, our Home originated as
follows notwithstending much difference of opinion has prevailed
on this point:

Right after the close or the Civil War there were many soldi ers
from both armies who retur ned home. Many of them crippled, many

of them mffering from diseases comtracted in the army and meny of
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them incapacitated rfrom doing any kind of work and in many instances
without any one to care for them. The Governmemt at that time
had not commenced giving pensions to its soldiers. A certain
Union soldier, whose name I will withhold and whom I knew personally,
suftfered both from wounds and disease. Major M, returned home here
to Louisville. He was a lawyer by profession btut was wholly unable
to uniertake the prastice of his profession to any extent and earned
a scant livelyhood.

The Surgeon of his regimemt was Dr. Ed. Richarison, well known
10 many ot t he older masons, &n o0ld bachelor amd a devoted mason
and a member of Antiquity Lodge No. 113, of Louisville. Major M.
who was an Irishman by birth had been reared in the Roman Catholic
feith but when he grew to menhood he strayed awey from the faith
0f his fethers and joined the masons and was a member of Mt. Moriah
Lodge of this city. When his health becume so impaired that he
had to be sent to an Infirmaery or hospitel, amrangements were made
by the lodge and Dr. Richarison to place him in St. Joseph's Infirm-
ary, which was then the only priwvate hospitel in Louisville of eny
notes He renained there under the care of the Sisters for neearly
8 yeer during vwhich time Dr. Richardson at tended him faithfully and,
of course, without any charge and Mt. Morish Lodge paid his drug
bills and his care at the Infirmary.

When it beeame known to Major M. that he could not live and
was told that he must soon pass away, the faith of his early child=-
hood came back to him and he asked to see a Priest. The Priest
refused to have mmything to dowith him or to administer to him
tke dying Sacrament unless he renounced on his death-bed the Masoniec
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Order, which he did. And, after all the care that had beemn given
him and expense incurred by his lodge, the lodge did not have the
poor privilege of even @&ttending his funeral which wes forbidden.
Dr. Richardson,who was a man of a high sense of justice and high
tempe red &s well, "raised the roof off the house"™ so to speak, &and
prectical ly swore by the "Eternal" thet the masons should have &
place thereafter to teke their own sick, free from Catholic domina-
tion ani, 80 far as I know, he is entitled to the first suggestions
of a "Masonic Infi rmary".
This incident of Major M, created quite a stil among the mesonie

fraternity of Louisville as well as throughout the State and their

l Co-operation was readily secured. A meeting was called at the old
Masonic Temple which then stood at Fourth & Green where the Paul
Jones Building now stands, and was attenied by such men as T. L.
Jef b rson, the first President of the Home, Chas. Tilden, President
of the Bemk of Louisville, C. Hemry Yinck, Past Mester of Willis
Stewart Lodge, one of the biggest-hearted men that ever lived in
Louisville, William Kendrick, father of the present Kendrick boys,
jewelers, John L. Wheat, that Noble old Roman who is still on the
board after & faithful service of fifty yesrs, Wm. H. Meffert, a
life long service of sacrifice and devotion ani is still on the
beard, Dr. Chas. E. Dunn who recently passed to his reward after
a life full of good deeds, Jacob F. Weller, C. K. Caron, Geo.

I Geulbert, Juige Wm. B. Hoke, Wm. Ryan, and a long list o: otheT

‘ worthies, only a few of whom remsin to this day with us. Hemry

Finek in his enthusiesm jumped up in the me eting and subscribed
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e thousamd dollars to start the project. The meeting was &an
enthusiastic one ami t he pspers next day had a full sccount of it.
An orgenizetion was effected and a charter was obtained as soon as
pos sible unier the meme of the "Masonic Widows & Orphans Home amd
Infirmary of Kentucky."

The mesonic women of Louisville became enthused and that grand
and most noble of Kentucky women at the time, Mre. Susan Preston
Hepburn, & sister of Genmeral William Preston, was elec ted President
of the Women's Auxilliary Society and tlrough her efforts and the
bend of noble women under her, the first Eight thousand dollars
thet went into the corner stone was raised, -- But more of this in
sanother article some time in the future.

After some time had elapsed and = further investigation as
well as fur tte r deliberation concerning the matter, the creft
throughout the State favored much more the erection of a Home for
the widows md orphens rather than an Infirmary fesature. The
cleim wes made and justly so to a great extent that the Infirmary
would be used mainly, if not altogether, by the lodges of the City
of Louisville, that but few of the sick of the eraft throughout
the Stete could very well avail themselves of its privileges, whereas
e home to care for the d istressed widows and the helpless orphans
of our brotherhood more strongly appesled to their hearts as well
as their juigment and, as & comsequence for the time being at least,
the Infirmary project was abandoned to take up what was considered
the more pressing need of the widows and the orphans.

From this beginning, which I believe sets forth accurately the
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origin of the Masonic Home, has grown the magnificent establishment
Kentucky Masons can boast this day aml its influence has pervaded
the entire Masonic World. There are but few States now that have
not followed the noble example set by Kentucky and no Masoniec
Jurisdiction is now considered complete or up to date without its
Institution for the care of its distressed widows and helpless
orphans. All honor to those noble men who laid the foundation of
this splendid structure and all honor to their worthy sons wheo this
day respond to its support so magnificently. Worthy somns of noble
Sires anl tlere need be no fear for the future of this splendid
charity.

The plan to establish a Masonic Widows and Orphans' Home and
Infirmery in Kentucky was receiwd with great interest and entimsiasm
by the craft, not only in the city of Louisville, where it was to
be built, but throughout the State, and especially among the Masonic
women of Louisville, whose handis ani hearts were ready to do what
they could to promote this great enterprise, ani to their enthusiasm
and unflagging devotion and sacrifice perbaps more is due than to
anything else fha success of the great undertaking., Like the women
of all ages, when thgy become interested in enything that is worthy
of their efforts, their ardor could not be dempened, their zeal
could not be diminished nor thneir labors discouraged as long as they
had for their "war cry" the "widow and the orphan”.

And so, after many days of anxiety amd labor and sacrifice anid
toil, as has been already anmounced in the first article of these

papers, the cornerstone was laid on the 24th., day ot October,l869,
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in the midst of & terrific midwinter snowstorm, but above the wintry
wind that blew so fiercely that day could be heard the sound of

the gavel and the trowel when the Grend Master proclaimed that the
work was "well done".

On the 20th., of October, 1870, the north wing of the building
being completed, was formelly dedicated on that day. The first
child admitted into the home was Minnie Williems, a bright, sweet
little girl ani a ward of Falls City Lodge No. 376, of Louisville.
She was sdmitted on the 23rd., day of May, 1871, and from that time
on numbers of children were received from all over the State until
within & short time the ecapacity of the north wing was fully tested.

In the summer of 1876, while the work was progressing rapidly
to completion, suddenly on the evening or the second day of June
& terrific storm came up and the entire center of the main building,
including the towers, was blown to the ground. It would seem
certainly that there must be & specisl Providence to watch over
the wilow anmi the orphan. The childrem were all playing in the
yard when this storm came up, umier the very smadow ol the bunilding
which fell end not a single one of them was hurt.

This serious accident to the building, di stressing and discour-
eging as it was at the time ami which nearly crushed the hopes and
the heart of its pro jectors, really in the end turned out W be &
baessing., Like the grest fire in Chicago which destroyed that civy,
and it seemed at the time never to rise again, arcse rapidly with
gmater splendor than ever betore, and so the same thing happened
concerning the Home.

A great mass meeting was immediately held in Masonic Temple and
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the citizens of Louisville, regardless of ereed, packed the theater
to 1ts fullest capacity, =0 great was the sympathy amd inte rest
aroused in the community by the terridble disaster that had overtaken
the Home. Msny elogquent addresses were made and & large amount

of mongy was raised for the rebuilding of the Home. One notable
incident of the occasion I recall was & short speech made by the
Revs Dr. Stuart Robinson, one of the most distinguished Presbyterian
preachers of America. The doctor mever belonged to eny secret
society, but he lived not far from the Masonic Home and was deeply
interested in it. I remember & characteristic sentence which he
used in his sddress. He said: "I don't know anything about you
Dark Lantern fellows, but when I get up every morning that Home
stares me in the face and there must be some good in you", and then
he made & very hamsome subscription.

This costly incident gave new zeal and new life to the Masonie
craft, and they arose as one man to see that every brick and every
stone be replaced stronger and better than ever, and in & short
period of time the Home was rebuilt and completed, snd on the 23rd,
of October, 1878, it was dedicated with the most imposing ceremonies
that ever occurred in the hisotry of .tentucky Masons.

It would be difficult for the Masons of Kentucky of this present
generation to realize the struggles and the sacrifices that our
brethern of forty years esgo had to endure to establish and maintain
the Home. Those still living who passed through that period look
badk now with profound satisfaction that they were pemitted to
take part in the work that has distinguished Kentucky Masonry
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throughout the world and that has afforded through &l1 the interven-
ing years = megnificent Home were eighteen hundred widows and orphans
of our distressed brethren of this jurisdiction have been tenderly
cared for.

There are meny interesting incidents that might be given he re
to show something of the spirit and the zeal that animated both
the Masonic men and women of that period. One event worth relating
wes an 0ld-time feir given by the Masonic women of Louisville in
the Masonic Temple under the able leadership of that noble women,
Mrs. Susan Preston Hepburn, for whom Hepburn Lodge No. 576,1located
in Mertinsburg, Elliott county, is nemed, and which is one of the
very few instamces in history where & Masonic lodge was ever named.
for a women. This fair lasted for a week and the net proceeds
reslized something over $4,000. All the lodges of the city had
booths with all kinds of things for sale, and one specially note-
worthy incident wes a gift by Brother William Kendrick( the father
of the present Kendrick boys, Jewelers), of a handsome set of
silver jewels worth perhaps sbout $60. These jewels were voted
for at 25 cents a vote to be given the most popular lodge. They
netted about $800 and were won by Louisville Lodge No. 400.

The seconi great occesion worth referring to here is that the
Masonic fraternity from time immemorial had been in the habit of
observing St. John's Day, June 24, of each yesr. These occasions
were usually more of & sociel nature, where the brethren throughout
$he State of wvarious loiges and communities would gather together

and have a picnic, good music, sometimes oratory and generally wind

-
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